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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL DATED MAY 
1 1 HEADED 'ON THE MIDEAST ROAD.' 

2. SYRIA'S PRESIDENT ASSAD IS THE LATEST MIDDLE EAST LEADER 
MR. CARTER HAS SEEN IN HIS DEEPENING QUEST EOR A REGIONAL 
SETTLEMENT. AS IN THE EARLIER SESSIONS, THE VIBRATIONS 
WERE PLEASANT ENOUGH: EACH FOREIGN LEADER WHO SEES THE 
PRESIDENT HOPES TO IMPRESS HIM WITH HIS EARNESTNESS AND 
SINCERITY, AND IT SUITS MR. CARTER IN THIS INTRODUCTORY 

P RIOD TO SMILE OACK. IF THERE HAS DEVELOPED ANY CHANGE 
OF POSITION OR ATTITUDE SUFFICIENT TO PUT ADVERSARIES WITIN 
DIPLOMATIC HAILING DISTANCE, HOWEVER, IT IS A WELL-KEPT 
SECRET. ISRAEL INSISTS IT WON'T YIELD THE MEASURE OF TERRI- 
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TORY, AND THE ARABS THE MEASURE OF NEIGHBORLY PEACE, THAT 
THE OTHER PARTY DEMANDS. ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS STILL 
SEEM REMOTE EROM MUTUAL RECOGNITION. PRESIDENT CARTER HAS 

ONE MORE ARAB (SAUDI ARABIAN PRINCE EAHD) AND ONE MORE 
ISRAELI (THE WINNER OF NEXT SUNDAY'S ELECTIONS) ON HIS GUEST 
LIST. THEN WHAT DOES HE DO? 
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3. THE CONVENTIONAL ANSWER IS: GENEVA. THE IDEA OE 
CONVENING A GENERAL MIDEAST PEACE CONEERENCE, IN WHICH A 
PLACE EOR THE PALESTINIANS WOULD OE EOUND, HAS GOTTEN A 
CERTAIN GRIP ON THE POPULAR IF NOT THE DIPLOMATIC IMAGINA- 
TION. BUT THERE IS NO MAGIC IN GENEVA OR IN ANY OTHER 
SINGLE DIPLOMATIC FORMAT. ON THE CONTRARY, THERE IS A 
SERIOUS DANGER-FORTUNATELY, ONE RECOGNIZED BY MOST OF THE 
MIDEAST PARTIES-IN CALLING FOR A CONFERENCE WHOSE OUTCOME 
HAS NOT BEEN CAREFULLY WORKED OUT IN ADVANCE. THIS HOLDS 
WHETHER THE GOAL IS A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT, OR THE 
DESIGNATION OF WORKING PARTIES ON SUB-ISSUES, OR THE NEGO- 
TIATION OF FURTHER DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENTS INVOLVING 
ISRAEL AND SYRIA OR EGYPT, OR NEW APPROACHES ON THE WEST 
BANK, OR WHATEVER. 

4. IN FACT, THE FORMAT AND EVEN THE TIMETABLE ARE LESS 
IMPORTANT THAN THE ATTITUDE TAKEN BY WASHINGTON. CLEAR- 
LY, THE ARABS, WIELDING THE OIL WEAPON AND THE THREAT OF 
WAR, WANT THE UNITED STATES TO DELIVER THEIR LOST TERRI- 
TORY AND A PALESTINIAN STATE WITHOUT ASKING THEM TO MAKE 
COMPENSATING POLITICAL CONCESSIONS TO ISRAEL. BUT THIS 
WOULD MAKE A MOCKERY OF AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP FOR ISRAEL AND 
POSSIBLY SET THE STAGE FOR THE NEXT WAR. MR. CARTER 

HAS WISELY REFUSED TO GO DOWN THIS PATH. THE ISRAELIS 
HAVE NO COMPARABLE LEVERAGE ON THE UNITED STATES. THEY 
ARE, FURTHERMORE, UNIQUELY DEPENDENT ON WASHINGTON AND, 
THEREFORE, UNIQUELY VULNERABLE TO AMERICAN PRESSURE. 

BUT, AGAIN TO HIS CREDIT, MR. CARTER HAS REJECTED ISRAEL'S 
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DEMANDS FOR SUPPORT FOR ITS TERRITORIAL OBJECTIVES AND, 

THAT LACKING, IN EFFECT FOR A LONG AMERICAN-SUBSIDIZED 
PAUSE IN THE BARGAINING. THE AMERICAN INTEREST IN GOOD 
RELATIONS WITH THE ARAB WORLD, AND IN MIDEAST PEACE, RULES 
OUT SUCH A COURSE. 

5. WE DON'T PRETENT TO KNOW HOW TO PUT THE PIECES TO- 
GETHER. JUDGMENT ON TACTICS MUST REST IN THE HANDS OF 
THOSE AMERICAN OFFICIALS WHO HAVE BEEN TALKING IN CONFI- 
DENCE WITH THE ISRAELI AND ARAB LEADERS. WE BELIEVE, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE BASIC CARTER STANCE-TO OFFER EACH OF 
THE PARTIES SATISFACTION OF ITS LEGITIMATE AIMS, ON 
CONDITION THAT EACH GRANTS SIMILAR SATISFACTION TO ITS 
ADVERSARY-IS THE ONLY SOUND BASIS ON WHICH A SETTLEMENT 
CAN BE SOUGHT. WE ARE NOT SO MUCH DISMAYED THAT MR. CARTER 
HAS YET TO CRACK THE MIDEAST NUT AS WE ARE PERSUADED THAT 
HE IS GOING ABOUT IT IN THE RIGHT WAY. (END TEXT) CHRISTOPHER 
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